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Iran Modern, The Empress of Art. Foreword by HIH Empress Farah Pahlavi
Text by Viola Raikhel-Bolot and Miranda Darling

During her reign as the rst crowned Empress in Iranian history, Empress Farah 
Pahlavi dedicated her life to serving the Iranian people, creating and curating 
museums and festivals across the country. With a keen eye—and working with a 
cast of international curators and art dealers —the Empress amassed one of the 
world’s greatest collections of modern art for her country, including works by 
van Gogh, Picasso, Bacon, Rothko and de Kooning. Her Majesty visited the stu-
dios of artists like Henry Moore and Marc Chagall, and commissioned works di-
rectly from a young Andy Warhol, who paid a visit to the Royal Palace; her vision 
was to establish her country as a cultural vanguard and to inspire and empower
a new generation of Iranian artists. However, in 1979, the Revolution turned the 
country upside down and the Iran that emerged from the rubble was almost un-
recognizable. Iran Modern: The Empress of Art uncovers the lost story of Farah 
Pahlavi’s epic journey from Empress to exile, and unearths the near-forgotten 
collection of contemporary art she left behind.
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Vanishing Pictures Productions was founded by Miranda and Viola to tell the stories of the women who have wield-
ed soft power to change the course of history. The stories Vanishing Pictures tell in books and lm focus on the nex-
us between art and politics, told through the lives of the extraordinary women at the heart of them.
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Craftmanship

Assouline’s Ultimate Collection is an homage to the art of luxury bookmaking. Hand-bound using traditional tech-
niques, with color plates hand-tipped on art-quality paper, each page of this limited-edition series bears the unique 
imprint of the artisan. Treating a range of topics from jewelry and fashion, fine art and the ‘Impossible Collections,’ 
the Ultimate Collection curates culture from around the world and across the ages. Nestled in linen clamshell pre-
sentation cases, these books attract collectors, lovers of the printed page, and those who devour the culture of our 
time. Signaling a new level of sophistication for true connoisseurs, these unique books are works of art in their own 
right.
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